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Shawn Huckins: The Birds Will Sing

Shawn Huckins is a tour de force of technical skill and wit - referencing our sometimes rosy 
view of history and our complicated present in these exquisitely painted canvases. This 
series, “The Birds Will Sing,” takes its title from the sweetly bucolic title of an old Cajun folk 
song.  The song, instead of following the title’s lead, turns out to be a murder ballad.  This 
painting series follows in its depiction of what appears at first glance to be simply 
breathtaking landscapes but which are overlaid with wistfully dark statements about 
contemporary love.

Huckins’ meticulously hand-painted works are sourced from the public domain and museum 
collections of classic American paintings.  These landscapes, in the tradition of the great 
19th century masters like Bierstadt and the Hudson River School, are paired with text pulled 
from social media.  These phrases appear in the texting acronyms, digital shorthand, and 
misspellings of current virtual communication.

The hasty text appears in sharp contrast both in form and content to these landscapes that 
represent an era when communication (and just about everything else) took time and had to 
be planned in great detail.  The immediacy and speed of contemporary life deeply impacts 
our human connections - sometimes for the better and sometimes not. Huckins is pointedly 
asking if the devolution of language in the face of technological advancement weakens our 
ability to empathize and connect to one another in a meaningful way.  Personal lives and 
loves are now lived publicly in a way that is completely new and yet the heartbreak of love 
remains a thread connecting past and present.   

Tressa Williams
March 2021

Tressa Williams is the director and co-owner of George Billis Gallery Los Angeles.  





Sierra Nevada: Control Alt Delete Me, 2021 

acrylic on canvas 
66 x 96 inches





Sunset In The Rockies: Whoever I End Up With, I’m Sorry, 2021 
oil + acrylic on canvas 

32 x 42 inches



Matterhorn: Only With Us, Love Knows Bounds, 2020 

acrylic on canvas 

40 x 32 inches
Private Collection







Nightfall Color Study: Touch Me, 2021

oil on canvas
12 x 18 inches

Private Collection



Piz Bernina: Quiet Please. I’m On The Search For My Future Ex, 2021 
oil on canvas 

22 x 30 inches

Private Collection



Maroon Bells: What The Actual Fuck, 2021 

oil on canvas 

18 x 28 inches
Private Collection



Wheat Fields: I’m Trying To Say I Love You Without Looking Desperate, 2021 

oil on canvas 

26 x 32 inches





Storm In The Mountains: You Are The Only One For You, 2021 
oil + acrylic on canvas 

38 x 58 inches



In The Mountains: How Long Do I Have To Wait To Show Who I Really Am?, 2021 
oil on canvas 

32 x 38 inches



Rising of a Thunderstorm at Sea: Hello?, 2021 

oil + acrylic on canvas 

16 x 22 inches

Private Collection
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