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Terry Thompson: Nothing But Neon

I see beauty in old neon signs. 
 
I have always been fascinated by the glow inside the hand-bent, glass tubes.  I enjoy the 
sculptural, mechanical, one-of-a-kind aspects of my subjects.  And the words, fonts, 
caricatures, and colors; I love all of that too. 
 
Sometimes these signs are weather worn, rusted and dilapidated, with layers of peeling 
paint – all of which speak to change, and unrelenting time.  I try to embrace and honor these 
signs from a by-gone era, an idealized “America” reminiscent of my youth.  They are part of 
our history, for better or worse.
 
My process begins with finding the sign.  I spend a lot of time searching for them, looking 
on-line, and in books.  Some I just stumble upon.  When I travel, I hunt for signs, so many of 
my paintings chronicle my travels.  I’ve painted signs from Oregon, Washington, Arizona, 
Oklahoma, Nevada, Indiana, Montana, Texas, and my home state of California.  

I take lots of photographs of each sign, often at different times of the day.  I study the sign; I 
strive to absorb the essence of the sign and the place. Then, after doing a basic drawing, I 
begin painting, usually in many thin layers.  I often make numerous changes in color and 
composition, until I am happy.

Sadly, many of the signs that I’ve painted have since been destroyed or have disappeared.  
I never thought I would be doing documentation, but as time passes, this has become 
another facet of my work.

 





Hi-Lo Motel (Vacancy XI), 2021 

oil on canvas

28 x 42 inches



Santa Fe Motel, 2018
oil on canvas

28 x 42 inches



T-Bird Motel, 2020

oil on canvas 
32 x 24 inches
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5th St. Liquor, 2020
oil on canvas 

36 x 36 inches
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24 Hr. Pastrami, 2021
oil on canvas 

36 x 36 inches
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Circus Liquor, 2021

oil on canvas

34 x 34 inches



Aladdin, 2018
oil on canvas 

33 x 44 inches





Vince's Spaghetti, 2018

oil on canvas 
28 x 42 inches



Garden of Eden, 2018 

oil on canvas 

60 x 40 inches
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